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Section 1.  Be it enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that Number 112 1 

“Overlay District”, of Subsection A, of Section 103 “Definitions” is amended; and Subsection A 2 

“Purpose” of Section 127.1 “PSC (Planned Senior Community) District” is being reenacted 3 

without changes; and Subsection C “Uses Permitted as a Matter of Right” of Section 127.1 4 

“PSC (Planned Senior Community) District” of the Howard County Zoning Regulations is 5 

hereby amended to read as follows: 6 

 7 

 8 

Howard County Zoning Regulations 9 

 10 

SECTION 103: Definitions 11 

 12 

A.  Except as provided for in Section 101 herein, terms used in these regulations shall have the 13 

definition provided in any standard dictionary, unless specifically defined below or in any other 14 

provision of these regulations: 15 

 16 

112.  Overlay District: A district established to respond to special features or conditions of a land area, 17 

such as historic value, physical characteristics, location, or other circumstances.   An overlay 18 

district supplements or provides an alternative to the regulations of the underlying zoning district. 19 

In these Zoning Regulations, only the DEO, Historic, SW, PSC and MXD Districts are overlay 20 

districts. 21 

  22 

 23 

SECTION 127.1: PSC (Planned Senior Community) District 24 

 25 

A. Purpose 26 

 27 

A. Purpose 28 

The Planned Senior Community District is established to permit the development of housing 29 

designed for older adults and elderly persons. This floating AND OVERLAY district provides 30 

opportunity for housing that meets the diverse needs of Howard County’s growing senior 31 

population. Each Planned Senior Community District will provide independent living units for 32 



2 

 

seniors within either single-family or multi-family dwellings, and may also include assisted living 1 

or nursing care facilities. The communities developed within the PSC District will be 2 

characterized by careful site planning that allows them to be compatible with eastern Howard 3 

County’s residential neighborhoods. 4 

 5 

[[C       Uses Permitted as a Matter of Right 6 

 7 

1. Age-restricted adult housing 8 

2. Assisted living facilities for residents 55 years of age or older. 9 

3. Nursing homes]] 10 

C. USES PERMITTED AS A MATTER OF RIGHT PRIOR TO THE FINAL APPROVAL OF ALL REQUIRED 11 

COMPREHENSIVE SKETCH PLANS AND/OR SITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND DEVELOPMENT 12 

CRITERIA BY THE PLANNING BOARD 13 

 14 

1. USES ALLOWED IN THE UNDERLYING DISTRICT, PROVIDED ALL PROVISIONS OF THE 15 

UNDERLYING DISTRICT ARE USED.   16 

 17 

D. ADDITIONAL USES PERMITTED AS A MATTER OF RIGHT SUBSEQUENT TO THE FINAL APPROVAL OF 18 

ALL REQUIRED COMPREHENSIVE SKETCH PLANS AND/OR SITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND 19 

DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA BY THE PLANNING BOARD 20 

 21 

1. AGE-RESTRICTED ADULT HOUSING. 22 

2. ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES FOR RESIDENTS 55 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 23 

3. NURSING HOMES.   24 

 25 

Section 2. And be it further enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that 26 

the remainder of the Section 127.1 be renumbered accordingly.  27 

 28 

Section 3. Be it further enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the 29 

provisions of this act shall become effective 61 days after enactment. 30 

 31 

 32 


